2025 City Election Candidates Forums for Lincoln City Council,

LPS School Board, and Airport Authority
Two Events Held to Accommodate Fourteen Candidates

The League of Women Voters of Lincoln-Lancaster County (LWVLL) in partnership with media outlet
10/12 NOW hosted two Candidates Forums before the May 6, 2025 General Election. The first, on
Tuesday, April 22, presented two Airport Authority candidates as well as the six candidates running for
three City Council at Large seats. The Candidates Forum on Wednesday, April 23 featured candidates for
the contested Board of Education seats.

Danielle Shenk, 10/11 NOW livestream anchor, was the moderator for both
events, which held at the Unitarian Church of Lincoln, 6300 A Street, Lincoln.

“In our pursuit of empowering voters and defending democracy, the League of Women Voters of
Lincoln-Lancaster County is thrilled with our 10/21 NOW partnership since so many more voters
can hear from the candidates, directly. Local elections are sometimes overlooked by voters, but
they are as important as our national elections. Local elections are about local issues such as
roads, affordable housing, public safety, the education of our children, and the travel options we
have here in Lincoln,” said Jean McGuire, president of LWVLL.

The candidates who attended included:

Lincoln City Council at Large — Jerry Shoecraft, Bennie Shobe, Tom Beckius, Stan Parker, Sandra J.
Washington, Maher Aurang Zeb

Airport Authority Board of Directors — Vanessa Emlich, Tom Trumble

Board of Education — District 1: John Cartier, John Goodwin; District 3: Barbara Baier, Seth Duncan;
District 7: Marilyn Johnson-Farr

Each candidate made a go-second opening statement and a 60-second closing statement in
addition to their go-second responses to questions. Audience members submitted questions
for consideration during the events.

In addition to being livestreamed, both recorded events were available following the
Candidates Forums on 1011NOW.com and the 10121NOW app for viewing on smartphones
and streaming platforms including Roku, Apple TV, Fire TV, and Android TV.

Other Lincoln community organizations are supporting the Candidates Forums. They include
Civic Nebraska, Let’s Talk Alliance, the NAACP Lincoln Branch, and the YWCA Lincoln



