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Money in Politics

° Election Spending

Spending from a wide range of individuals and entities intended to impact the outcome of elections. Includes spending
on candidates and ballot questions, from both direct and indirect sources.

a Lobby Spending

Spending to impact the outcome of legislative efforts from a wide variety of “principal” interests.

e Advocacy Spending

Spending to support organizations across the political spectrum that engage in public education and advocacy in furtherance
of a specific set of policy or community goals.
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Election Spending

Nebraska Systems Federal Systems
Nebraska Political Accountability and Disclosure Federal Election Campaign Act
Act Federal act that created the FEC, requires disclosure,
State act that created the NADC, requires and enforces some limitations on contributions.

disclosure, and permissible campaign activities.
Internal Revenue Code

Nebraska Accountability and Disclosure Governs non-profit tax entities, including the amount
Commission (NADC) of political work they allowed to partake in.

Entity that oversees and enforces the Nebraska

Political Accountability and Disclosure Act. Federal Election Commission (FEC)

Comprised of eight commissioners plus the NE Entity that oversees and enforces the Federal Election
Secretary of State, currently has one vacancy. Campaign Act. Comprised of six commissioners,
nadc.Nebraska.gov currently has four vacancies. Fec.gov
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Entities Involved In Elections

Different limitations apply to distinct electoral actors.

Individuals Businesses/Unions Candidate and Party Committees
- NE: Unlimited, may be subject to - NE: Unlimited, may be subject to NE: Unlimited b biect t
reporting. reporting. - NE: n.|m| ed, may be subject to
reporting.
- Federal: Limited to $3,500-$132,900 per - Federal: No direct giving but can spend Federal: Limited i limited
recipient per year, depending on unlimited independent amounts and work T = ederal: Limited In some cases, uniimite
recipient. through a PAC or other entity. in others. A recent Supreme Court

decision changed the landscape.

PACs Super PACS 501cds
- NE: Unlimited, may be subject to - NE: Unlimited independent spending, may - NEand Federal: Unlimited independent
reporting. be subject to reporting. expenditures, as long as the primary
purpose of the organization isn’t
- Federal: Limited to $3,500-$132,900 per - Federal: No contributions to candidates. electoral.
recipient per year, depending on Can accept and spend unlimited amounts
recipient. Can spend unlimited amounts of money independently. - NOTE: 501 C3s are completely prohibited.

independently.

* Union reporting standards are higher than Businesses.
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Where the Money Goes

Share of contributions across political actors for the Jan. 2025- June 2026 campaign cycle

I Candidate $27,465,487 g,
I Ballot question $14,043,090 27%
I PAC $9,209,531 17%

Other 4%

B Candidate m Ballot question BPAC Other

Source: Nebraska Accountability Disclosure Commission. Current as of 07/01/26.
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The 2025-26 Cycle at a Glance

Every committee-reported dollar in Nebraska, Jan 2025 — Jun 2026: candidates, ballot campaigns, and PACs combined.

$52.7M $37.4M $27.4M

received by all committees campaign spending (excl. transfers) passed between committees

32,545 $64.8M $2.9M

contribution transactions gross spending incl. transfers in-kind (non-cash) spending

I Why two spending numbers?

Committees move money to each other. $S27.4M of the total recirculates between committees, so it's counted once as “received” but excluded from
campaign spending to avoid double-counting. Gross spending (564.8M) adds those transfers back in.
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Legislative Races — Overview

25 unicameral seats on the 2026 ballot. Fundraising is modest next to statewide races — and in half the districts, only one
candidate has raised money.

25 13 12 $4.0M

districts on the ballot with two funded candidates with only one funded raised across all races

I Best-funded districts (total raised) I Read this with care

Half the districts show one funded candidate. That usually
means an unopposed incumbent or a challenger who hasn't filed
committee data yet.

26 - Lincoln (NE)
28 - Lincoln (central)
18 - Omaha (NW) / Bennington
20 - Omaha (central) Even the best-funded legislative race (District 4, west Omaha,
$438,652) is dwarfed by statewide totals — the Governor's race
alone drew $10.1M.

36 - Gretna / Sarpy Co.

04 - Omaha (west) $439K
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Legislative Races — Where the Money Is

The six best-funded legislative races, with each race's largest itemized donors.

Candidates (raised) Race total | Two largest itemized donors

Cindy Maxwell-Ostdiek ($163K) DEMOCRACY NEBRASKA $35K

04 - Omaha (west) R. Brad von Gillern ($275K) 5438,652 | e AUTOMOTIVE $25K
Darin Tompkins ($120K) CREVIER, DONALD J $25K
36 - Gretna / Sarpy Co. Rick Holdcroft ($206K) $325,976 DEMOCRACY NEBRASKA $25K
John Fredrickson ($264K) DEMOCRACY NEBRASKA $45K
20 - Omaha (central) Chris Anderson ($45K) 3309,291 o) )\ \NED PARENTHOOD ADVOCATES .. $14K
18 - Omaha (NW) / Taylor Royal ($100K) s285810 DEMOCRACY NEBRASKA $35K
Bennington Jess Goldoni ($186K) ’ INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF ... $25K
. Patty Pansing Brooks ($255K) STONE, CHRISTINE $6K
28 - Lincoln (central) Colby L. Woodson ($0K) 5254696 |5/NSON, KILE $6K
26 - Lincoln (NE) George Dungan ($248K) $248,089 DEMOCRACY NEBRASKA $35K

Tobias Howard (SOK) BOLD ALLIANCE $20K

Source: Nebraska Accountability Disclosure Commission. Current as of 07/01/26.
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Legislative Races — Closest on Money

Contested districts where the two funded candidates are most evenly matched in dollars raised. A tight money race often signals a
competitive seat.

30 - Beatrice / Gage Co. Cally Ideus $61,922  Janet M. Bock $51,607 83:100
02 - Cass Co. / Plattsmouth Dean Helmick $94,910  Caitlin Knutson $77,356 82:100
14 - La Vista / Papillion SuAnn Witt $129,668  Bill Bowes $102,618 79:100
06 - Omaha (west) Patrick Leahy $91,526  Nate Ostdiek $70,430 77:100
34 - Grand Island / Aurora Loren Lippincott $47,076  Ben Blodgett $33,335 71:100
04 - Omaha (west) R. Brad von Gillern $275,445  Cindy Maxwell-Ostdiek $163,207 59:100
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Executive Races — Overview

Six statewide executive offices are on the 2026 ballot, we looked at four of them. The Governor's race towers over the rest —
5$10.1M, more than seven times every other executive race combined.

4 ‘$12.5M ‘$10.1M ‘SZ.4M

statewide offices up raised across all four in the Governor's race in the other five combined

I Total raised by race I One race dominates

Incumbent money leads. Governor Pillen alone raised
S8.6M.

Treasurer

Sec. of State

Attorney Gen. $1,394K

Governor 10,097K

Source: Nebraska Accountability Disclosure Commission. Current as of 07/01/26.
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$3,899,130

Jim Pillen IM PILLEN FOR GOVERNOR $8,620,467
Lynne Walz LYNNE WALZ FOR NEBRASKA $1,476,123
Race total $10,096,590

I Top itemized donors

$971,565

$4,870,695

$4,721,337 1020
$504,558 1373
$5,225,895

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY
LOZIER, DIANNE

POET, LLC

WERNER, RACHEL

PEED, SHAWN
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Pillen

Walz

Pillen

Pillen

Pillen

$275,000
$265,000
$250,000
$250,000

$250,000



Secretary of State

Scott Petersen PETERSEN FOR NEBRASKA $140,304 $160,114 -$19,810
Sarah J. Slattery SLATTERY FOR NEBRASKA $24,045 $16,402 $7,643 163
Bob Evnen* BOB EVNEN FOR NEBRASKA $350,712 $513,222 -$162,510 177
Race total $515,061 $689,738 -$174,677

*Eliminated in the primary, Inclusion only for comparative value.

I Top itemized donors

NEBRASKA REALTORS PAC Evnen $45,000
REPUBLICAN STATE LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE Evnen $35,000
PETERSEN, SCOTT Petersen $34,465
MORAN, MIKE Petersen $20,000
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Treasurer

Joey Spellerberg SPELLERBERG FOR NEBRASKA $379,136 $48,107 $331,029
Daniel Ebers — — — —
Race total $379,136 $48,107 $331,029

I Top itemized donors

JOEY SPELLERBERG FOR MAYOR Spellerberg $136,655
DILLON, SID Spellerberg $10,000
ALL METALS MARKET, INC Spellerberg $10,000
THE GOVERNOR HEINEMAN COMMITTEE Spellerberg $10,000
WHOLESTONE FARM II, LLC Spellerberg $10,000
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Attorney General

Mike Hilgers FRIENDS OF MIKE HILGERS $1,216,552 $281,267 $935,285
Jocelyn Brasher BRASHER FOR NE AG $177,182 $98,146 $79,036 93
Race total $1,393,734 $379,413 $1,014,321

I Top itemized donors

RAGA ACTION FUND Hilgers $300,000
WEITZ, BARBARA Brasher $50,000
REYNOLDS AMERICAN INC. / RAI SERVICES Hilgers $50,000
ADELSON, MIRIAM Hilgers $50,000
KAAPA ETHANOL HOLDINGS, LLC Hilgers $47,500
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Ballot Initiatives — Overview

Includes initiatives from Jan. 2025 — June, 2026. A handful of large campaigns dominate a wide range of committees attempting
to place reforms on the ballot.

‘$14.0M 25 ‘$7.4M ‘$7.1M

raised by ballot committees ballot-question committees The single largest campaign from two gambling companies

I The biggest active ballot campaigns (raised) I Unlimited money, few donors

No caps apply. Because ballot-question giving is unlimited in
Nebraska, a single corporation or individual can fund an
entire statewide campaign. Each of the three biggest active
measures got most of its money from just one or two
sources.

RESPECT NEBRASKA VOTERS $2,481K

FAIRNESS FOR GIRLS

TAX RELIEF NEBRASKA

Source: Nebraska Accountability Disclosure Commission. Current as of 07/01/26.
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Ballot Initiatives — Who Funds Them

The qualified 2026 ballot-question campaigns, each with its largest itemized donors. Net = received minus campaign spending.

Campaign Two largest itemized donors

DK CROWN HOLDINGS INC. $3.5M

TAX RELIEF NEBRASKA $7.4M $23M o UELING $3.5M

RESTORE THE GOOD LIFE INC $3.1M
EELENESEORGIRES $3.1M 392K \EBRASKA FAMILY ALLIANCE $1K
RESPECT NEBRASKA VOTERS $2.5M _g7K  NEBRASKADONOR ALLIANCE »1.IM

WEITZ, BARBARA $550K

I Two patterns worth noting

Gaming money drove the biggest campaign. FanDuel and DraftKings each gave $3.5M to Tax Relief Nebraska. And Fairness for Girls was funded almost
entirely by one donor — $3.1M of its $3.1M came from Restore the Good Life Inc.
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Federal Races — Overview

Nebraska's 2026 federal ballot: one U.S. Senate seat and three U.S. House districts. Federal totals dwarf state races — the Senate
contest alone has drawn S17M.

$25.0M |4 $17.0M |S11.2M

raised across federal races seats: 1 Senate, 3 House in the Senate race alone raised by the top candidate

I Total raised by candidate

Becky Lynn Stille (D)
Christopher Backemeyer (D)
Brinker Harding (R)

Adrian Smith (R)

Mike Flood (R)

Denise Powell (D)

Dan Osborn (1)
Pete Ricketts (R)
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$1,438K
$1,987K

$5,752K
$11,234K



Nebraska — Class Il

Candidate

Committee

Total raised

Total spent

Cash on hand

Pete Ricketts

Dan Osborn

Race total

PETE RICKETTS FOR SENATE

OSBORN FOR SENATE

Common Cause Nebraska | commoncause.or;

$11,233,507

$16,985,457

g/nebraska

$4,809,506

$3,393,630

$8,203,136

$6,910,970

$2,421,487

$9,332,457




U.S. House — District 1

NE-01

Candidate Committee

Total raised

Total spent

Cash on hand

Mike Flood R MIKE FLOOD FOR CONGRESS
Christopher Backemeyer D BACKEMEYER FOR NEBRASKA
Race total

Common Cause Nebraska | commoncause.or;

g/nebraska

$872,370

$301,622

$1,173,992

$1,335,845

$290,611

$1,626,456




U.S. House — District 2

NE-02 (open seat)

Candidate Party Committee

Total raised

Total spent

Cash on hand

Brinker Harding R BRINKER HARDING FOR CONGR...
Denise Powell D DENISE POWELL FOR CONGRESS
Race total

Common Cause Nebraska | commoncause.or;

g/nebraska

$621,732

$1,670,897

$2,292,628

$648,686

$997,390

$1,646,076




U.S. House — District 3

NE-03

Candidate Committee

Total raised

Total spent

Cash on hand

Adrian Smith R ADRIAN SMITH FOR CONGRESS
Becky Lynn Stille D BECKY STILLE FOR U.S. CON...
Race total

Common Cause Nebraska | commoncause.or;

g/nebraska

$1,190,604

$40,268

$1,230,872

$1,175,449

$14,834

$1,190,282
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Any questions?

Gavin Geis Common Cause Nebraska
ggeis@commoncause.org Facebook.com/CommonCauseNebraska
Instagram.com/commoncause_nebraska
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