Understanding What's Really Behind
Book Challenges and Bans



OBook Ban
OBook Challenge

OParent’s Rights

OPornography
OCQbscenity
OThe Milller Test



The Supreme Court has established a
three-part legal definition for obscenity
called the Miller Test.

1. The average person, applying current
community standards, must find that the

work, taken as a whole, appeals to prurient
interests.

2. The work depicts or describes in a patently

offensive way sexual conduct as defined by
state law.

3. The work, taken as a whole, lacks serious
literary, artistic, political, or scientific value.

https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/censorship/courtcases

The Miller Test
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OWe Need Diverse Books

OMisunderstand

Ing of What Libbraries Do

OCOrganized Na

lonal Campaigns



A/
|

AN
r |

Tela

-~
Yial
AN
~ °
101 C

S U
r | )
= NATErl
c i<
- 1T £ YYih

=>.4q0110]) S
<~ |

oll

TE \

{

M

YVi
A
|
=593
T
YANA

2 1
. ]
1
VieWw
HIT\

TIr
2SIS
SE Y
vl 3

q)

|
4 C
)
18"

Library Bill of Rights

(U




We Need Diverse Books

We Need Diverse Books™ is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit that advocates essential
changes in the publishing industry to
produce and promote literature that
reflects and honors the lives of all
young people.

Putting more books featuring diverse
characters into the hands of all
readers.

A world where everyone can find
themselves in the pages of a book.

We recognize all diverse experiences,
including (but not limited to) LGBTQIA+,
Native, people of color, gender diversity,

people with disabilities*, and ethnic,
cultural, and religious minorities.
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OBooks about LGBTQ+ issues and ¢

OBooks challenging the accepted
marginalized groups

OSex education books
OBooks with any sexual content

naracters
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Tactics employed by groups trying to

remove books




Libraries must follow and reiterate their policies

Become familiar with library values, policies and practices

Speak about your experiences at public meetings

Follow suggestions on the Let Freedom Read sheet

Write letters to the editor

Support groups that support authors, librarians and educators

Sign up for the One Click advocacy tool on the Nebraska Library Association website

Have conversations with family and friends
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