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Calendar of Events

May 30 (Thursday):
10 AM - 2 PM
Voter Registration at Give to
Lincoln Day.
Support LWV-LL with a donation!

June 3 (Monday):
4:30 PM - 6:30 PM
Drive-thru LB1402 Petition
Signing
Unitarian Church of Lincoln, 6300
A Street

June 6 (Thursday):
12 PM -1 PM
Lunch & Learn Via Zoom
6 PM -7 PM
LWV-LL Board Meeting

June 15 (Saturday):
Voter Registration at
Juneteenth.

Facebook Manager: Kristen Anderson
Website Manager: Jim Johnson

June Lunch & Learn
Ethics in Government

The League of Women Voters June Lunch
& Learn will explore the topic of ethics in
state government. Deputy State Auditor
Craig Kubicek will provide perspective
through several case studies on fraud in
Nebraska, demonstrating what can happen
when people make unethical decisions and
the reasons why.

Kubicek has been with the Nebraska Auditor
of Public Accounts office since 2005. He
received his undergraduate and Master of
Professional Accountancy degrees from the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln. He is a
Certified Public Accountant and Certified
Fraud Examiner.

The event is Thursday, June 6, from noon
to 1:00 PM. It is free and available via Zoom
to the public throughout Nebraska.
Membership is not required.

Membership is open to
all, www.lincolnleague.org.

Those wishing to attend, use this Zoom link:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89137424915

See previous Lunch & Learn videos at:

https://lincolnleague.org/lunch-and-learn-sc
hedule/.

LWV-LL Voter is published the last week of each month.
Send articles to thevoter@lincolnleague.org Editor by Tuesday, June 18, 2024.
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2024 LWV-LL Annual General Meeting — Highlights

By Cynthia Peterson, President

About 38 members and 5 guests attended
the annual meeting. | was pleased with the
number of participants, but disappointed that
more members did not attend.

The potluck breakfast was scrumptious and
my sincere thank you to all who brought food
to share. Then, there were Carla Larson’s
homemade cookies at the coffee break —
yum!!

My opening remarks focused on LWV-LL'’s
accomplishments and activities over the prior
12 months. We have a lot of work and
activities planned for the next 12 months,
and more we want to do. Right now, we have
a core group of volunteers that we can
almost always count on, but we need more
members to raise their hands and say yes to
helping out, too.

Heidi Uhing of Civic Nebraska started the
morning as our keynote speaker, discussing
the potential ramifications of some legislative
highs and lows and ways we could partner
going forward.

LWV-Nebraska’s Rachel Gibson spoke along
a somewhat similar vein after the break, but
from the League’s perspective, plus plans to
engage the Action Teams’ beyond the
legislative session.

Vice President Carla Larson presented an
overview about the proposed merger of the
League 501(c)4 and the League Ed Fund
501(c)3 that included some Q&A with our
legal team from the UNL College of Law. The
members voted to officially proceed with the
merger. Previously, the work was being done
as directions to the board from 2022 Annual
Meeting. The Ed Fund also voted in favor of
the merger at their last meeting.

Secretary Terri Rittenburg reviewed
proposed bylaws changes of four types:
cosmetic, clarification, substance, and

changes in anticipation of Merger and
Conversion to 501(c)3. Membership voted to
adopt the bylaws changes.

Vice President-Action Jean McGuire
presented program planning changes
(LWV-LL positions) that were proposed in the
February 2024 program planning meeting.
Membership voted to adopt the program
changes. Additional suggestions from the
February meeting include forming a working
group to do a fuller review and update of the
Natural Resources and Transportation
sections and a potential study of Elder Care
for a potential position. If you want to help,
please email llvp_action@lincolnleague.org

Treasurer Dorothy Ramsey presented the
proposed 2024-25 budget. Members voted to
adopt the budget as presented.

The slate of candidates for open board
positions as proposed by the nominating
committee was presented by committee
chair Karen Dienstbier. Positions to elect
included: secretary, treasurer, 4 directors, 3
Education Fund trustees, and 3 nominating
committee members.

Candidates (2 years):
Secretary: Terri Rittenburg
Treasurer: Jolanda Junge

Director (2 years):

= Kristen Anderson (Social Media)

= Sandy Blankenship (Membership)
= Janet Chung (Voter Editor)

= Jim Johnson (Website Manager)

Education Fund Trustee (2 years):

= Nancy Comer
= Carol Hinkle
= Susan Scott
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2024 LWV-LL Annual Meeting cont.
Nominating Committee Member (1 year):

= Nancy Comer
= Judi Cook
= Jane Witte

There were no nominations from the floor.
The membership voted to elect the slate of
candidates as presented.

We also memorialized three League
members who passed away in the past 12
months: Shirley Maly, Jan Gauger and Sheryl
Wright.

Membership Meeting

Apr 20,204

In closing, | asked members to help us with
some specific needs in the area of
meeting/event planning (need a committee),
voter education, Vote411, communications
assistant to president, social media (LinkedIn
and Instagram in particular). If you'll help,
please contact me at
lipresident@lincolnleague.org or
402-525-3724.

The meeting adjourned at noon.

April 20, 2024
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Petition signature gathering is underway for LB1402 repeal
referendum

LWV-LL President was invited to speak at the kick-off press conference for the LB1402 (updated
school vouchers) repeal referendum petition drive on May 10 at the Nebraska State Capitol. The
press conference was organized by the Nebraska State Education Association and Support Our
Schools Nebraska. Cynthia Peterson’s remarks are below:

“Good morning. I'm Cynthia Peterson, president of the League of Women Voters of Lincoln
Lancaster County; also representing the League of Women Voters-Nebraska. The League is a
non-partisan civic organization that encourages informed and active participation in government.

The Nebraska League of Women Voters has consistently opposed school voucher legislation for
many years because we support public education and believe that public dollars must be used in
accordance with state and federal laws.

The League is also all about voters and voting.

League members thought we'd be using this time to educate Nebraska voters about LB753, so
they could make the best-informed decision, either for or against, the repeal referendum for the
2023 Opportunity Scholarship measure that’s currently on the November ballot.

The voters are the second house of the Nebraska Legislature, providing the checks and balances
for legislative activity.

Instead, League members statewide are poised to again volunteer their time and energy to collect
signatures to get the referendum for LB 1402, known as the updated Opportunity Scholarships
Act, on the November ballot. We believe the final decision on LB 1402 should rest with the voters.

We were very vocal in our opposition to LB753, the first opportunity scholarship measure, and are
even more opposed to LB1402, which was a deliberate end-run around the repeal referendum
process and the right of Nebraska voters to say yes or no.

Last summer and fall, over 117,000 Nebraska voters signed the LB753 referendum petition,
indicating they thought it was important the electorate have the final say concerning school
vouchers for private and parochial schools, knowing it could siphon off public tax dollars from
public education.

On the final day of this legislative session, 33 senators, the Governor and likely some outside
influencers decided what the Nebraska voters wanted didn't matter, and inserted themselves into
the middle of the referendum process. They voted into law a new Opportunity Scholarships Act
that annually allocates $10 million in public tax dollars to the State Treasurer’s Office to distribute
to qualified private and parochial school students. Thus, effectively nullifying 2023 legislation, and
denying Nebraska voters the opportunity to vote for or against the measure in November.

League members across the state will once again step up in support of public schools and the
repeal referendum process.

Nebraska voters have the right to provide checks and balances on legislative actions. State
senators and the Governor have the obligation to listen and act accordingly.”

https://supportourschoolsnebraska.orqg/

4 | Page
LincolnLeague.org | P.O. Box 5054, Lincoln, NE 68505 | https://www.facebook.com/LWVLincoln



https://supportourschoolsnebraska.org/
https://lincolnleague.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LWVLincoln

Y
5
By
> 2 u“r Y’ ‘\ ) ‘
.IGN T
] Hﬁ
100 o o THE S
; oL50 SERMOR
Ny oIHE o
~ N9
0 -
U0 Q}:‘%
A
U \\ 3,
) AL
%7 N
) 0 g5
) o
) 15
U0 . &
s

LWV-LL President Cynthia Peterson speaks at May 10 press conference to announce LB1402 referendum petition
drive.
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LWV-LL Members (I-r) Cynthia Peterson and Connie Vohland, and Brian Mikkelsen, NSEA Political Director, wrap up
their first morning of signature-gathering on May 11 in the Haymarket.
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LWV-LL Sponsors Drive-thru Petition-Signing Event

In partnership with the Unitarian Church of Lincoln (UCL), the League of Women Voters of
Lincoln/Lancaster County (LWV-LL) is sponsoring a drive-thru petition signing event for Repeal of
LB1402 in the UCL parking lot at 6300 ‘A’ Street on Monday, June 3, 4:30-6:30pm. LWV-LL
volunteers are needed — please contact Cynthia Peterson at lipresident@lincolnleague.org or

Jean McGuire at llvp_action@lincolnleague.org.

We'll also be collecting donations of nonperishable food, personal care products, cleaning
supplies (all in smaller sizes) for the Little Free Pantries of Lincoln.

Please tell your friends, family, colleagues, about this event.

Voter Services and Education News

Join us for voter registrations at Give to Lincoln Day on May 30, Juneteenth on June 15 and
Disability Pride Celebration on July 27. To volunteer, please email Cynthia Peterson at
llpresident@lincolnleague.org.

Husker Vote at University of Nebraska. Seated Shelley Stall, Jane Witte, back row (I-r) Rachel Gibson,
Diane Bystrom.
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LWV-LL member Joyce Latrom registers a voter at Super Saver.
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Give to Lincoln Day 2024:
Our League’s BIGGEST Fundraising Opportunity of the Year

Every year our Lincoln/Lancaster League participates in Give to Lincoln Day (G2LD)
sponsored by the Lincoln Community Foundation (LCF). Gifts given to our Education
Fund are matched proportionately by LCF and its Match Sponsors.

Why should | consider participating? Gifts shared through the G2LD from May 1
through May 30 are eligible for matching funds which stretch your generous gifts further,
bringing more support to our LWV-LL Education Fund — and our work in community.

How might | help LWV-LL reach our fundraising goal during this campaign?

e [ ike and share our social media posts
e Ask others to share a gift
e Consider sharing your best gift EVER to LWV-LL'’s “League of Our Own!”

What is our fundraising goal for G2LD in 2024? Our goal is to raise $7850.00,
doubling what we raised together last year.

What options do | have for sharing a gift amount that’s meaningful for me? Read on
for details on the myriad ways you can share a gift and the rules that apply for G2LD.

Donor Giving Options g

1. Online at www.givetolincoln.com. Giving starts at 12:00am on May 1

2. Offline [checks/cash) in person on May 30 at a donation station, mailed
to LCF office (postmarked by May 23), or dropped off at a West Gate
Bank location between May 1-May 30.

3. Individual Retirement Account - need to complete the form on the
Toolkits page, mail it to LCF with nonprofits and amounts, and initiate a
Qualified Charitable Distribution through their IRA administrator.

4. Donor Advised Fund - DAFs at held at Lincoln Community Foundation
can recommend grants for G2LD. Deadline is May 23 to submit these.

* No Benefits - Donations are made directly to LCF and Firespring
Foundation so you cannot provide goods or services in exchange for them.

Details on pages 5-6.
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Online Gifts 1

www.givetolincoln.com o RN
* Preferred method of giving, and only gifts eligible for Allo Fiber
drawings!

* $10 minimum. Credit/debit card only (no PayPal or ApplePay)
* Shopping cart for donors to make multiple gifts in 1 transaction
* Donor receives instant tax receipt via email

* Nonprofits can view and download online gifts in real-time
(Donations tab of your Admin page]

Offline Gifts - Drop off or mail 1

TO LINCOLN DAY

* Checks must be written to Lincoln Community Foundation with the
nonprofit name in the memo or attached note (if doing multiple
nonprofits with one check)

* No checks written by the nonprofit to cover gifts deposited by the nonprofit.

* In-person donation - Must be delivered on May 30 by the donor or
[|103n0pr0f]it to the LCF office (Bam-5pm) or Tower Square (10:30am-
:oupm

* Mailing to the LCF Office — Postmark by May 23 to ensure they
arrive by the event date

* West Gate Bank - branch locations will accept G2LD donations May
1-May 30

* LCF will provide a detail list of offline donations by June 30
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Individual Retirement 1
ACCOU I‘It ( I RA) TO LINCOLN DAY

* Donors 70 Y2 or older can use their IRA to make a Qualified
Charitable Distribution to G2LD charities.

* Donor must complete IRA QCD Form on the Toolkits page and
mail it to LCF office. Deadline May 10 to ensure donation arrives
by May 30.

* Donor initiates the donation from their IRA with their plan
administrator.

Donor Advised Funds at LCF gl

* DAFs held at LCF can recommend grants to G2LD nonprofits
and we encourage these to be completed by May 23.

* No fee assessed
* $100 minimum grant

* May 10 deadline to open a new DAF for G2LD. Donors must
contact LCF staff to complete a simple fund agreement.

https://journalstar.com/opinion/letters/letter-make-every-vote-count-nationwide/article_943012c4-0811-11ef-b398-97c485977c90.html#t
ncms-source=login

Lincoln Journal Star, Lincoln, Nebr.

Letter: Make every vote count nationwide

May 4, 2024

Larry McClung's Local View "Drop out of Electoral College" (May 1) said everything I've wanted
to say, but it was more elegant and educational. His historical information about the origination of
the concept and the partisan advantage it provides was spot on.

Former state Sen. Dianna Schimek deserves ongoing credit for changing Nebraska's method of
splitting our electoral college votes. I'm grateful that her work remains in Nebraska's statutes.

It will take many equally bold and persuasive elected leaders to take this on in Congress and
allow my vote to count in a nationwide popular vote election. | hope to live that long.

June Pederson, Lincoln
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League of Women Voters Membership

Renewal
Sandy Blankenship, Membership Chair

- For those who have renewed their memberships in the
League—thank you! If you have not had time to renew your membership yet, please know
that your membership lapsed March 31st! Membership runs from April 1 to March 31.

During May two emails have been sent the those who have not yet renewed. Later this month
we will begin calling those people as well. We would love to have you rejoin our League. We
will have so much to do with the November election approaching, so we need all the help we
can get.

There are two ways you can renew:
1) You can quickly renew online. https://lincolnleague.org/join-us
2) OR Complete the form below and return it to the address listed.

Membership (If paying by check, please include this form and send it to the office.)

Name:

Street Address:

City: State:  Zip: Date:
Home Phone: Cell Phone: Work Phone:
Email:

I am volunteering for

Volunteering Options: helping with voter registration, help with voter education such as assisting at events like
candidate forums, assist with communications, serving on a committee (membership, budget, nominations,
fundraising, membership meeting planning, Lunch & Learn, Observer Corps) or serving on the League’s board.

Skills or Talents:

Membership is $50 year, $10 for high school or university students.

Same in Household (if one member of household is member, with same address, 2™ one can join for $25)
Donation to LWV-LL

Friend of LWV-LL (I don’t want to join, but want to be a friend and donate to LWV-LL)

Privacy: Your contact information may be shared with other League members UNLESS you indicate here
that you do not wish to have it shared. Check here if you do NOT wish to have your contact information
shared with other members:

Make checks payable to the League of Women Voters Lincoln Lancaster (LW V-LL) and mail to:
League of Women Voters Lincoln Lancaster

P. O. Box 5054

Lincoln, NE 68505
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The Lincoln Lancaster Voter

League of Women Voters - Lincoln/Lancaster County
PO Box 5054

Lincoln, NE 68505-0054

LincolnLeague.org

Time Dated Material
Please Do Not Delay
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