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Calendar of Events
Apr 4 (Thursday):

12PM - 1 PM
Lunch & Learn
Via Zoom
6PM
LWVLL Board Meeting
Location TBD

April 5 (Friday):
5:30PM - 7:30 PM
Voter Registration A Novel Idea
Bookstore, 118 N. 14th St.

April 15 (Monday)
Early Voting Begins*
Lancaster County Election Office,
601 N 46th St, (402) 441-7311.
Week-days from 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM

Apr 18 (Thursday)
Last Day Legislative Session

Apr 20 (Saturday): 9AM – Noon
LWVLL Annual Meeting
St Mark’s Methodist Church,
8550 Pioneers Blvd

May 3 (Friday): 6PM
Deadline to request an early
ballot* By mail/fax/email/dropbox

May 14 (Tuesday): 8AM – 8PM
Primary Election Day*
Find your polling place.

* Lancaster County Election Office,
(402) 441-7311.

Understanding What's Behind
Book Challenges and Bans
The League of Women Voters April Lunch
and Learn will take a deeper dive into
what’s behind the recent attempts to ban
books in school and public libraries and
explore the social changes that have fueled
the uptick in book challenges. Guest
speaker Vicki Wood will offer ways to
respond effectively using education about
what libraries do and enlisting citizen
advocates.

Wood recently retired from Lincoln City
Libraries as Coordinator of Youth Services.
She is a mediator with the Nebraska
Mediation Center, past president of the
Academic Freedom Coalition of Nebraska,
and Nebraska Library Association’s
Advocacy Committee member. 

The event is on Thursday, April 4, from
noon to 1:00 PM. It is free and available via
Zoom to the public throughout Nebraska.
Membership is not required.

Those wishing to attend, use this Zoom link:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89137424915

In this Issue
● April Lunch & Learn
● Calendar of Events
● Annual Meeting, April 20
● Memberships Due March 31
● Voter Services News
● LWVNE Meeting, April 6
● Letter to Editor LB20
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LWVLL Annual Membership Meeting
Saturday, April 20, 9AM to NOON

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, 8550 Pioneers Boulevard
Upper Fellowship Hall (free parking)

Bring an item to share for a breakfast potluck before the
program starts at 9 A.M. Speakers will be Heidi Uhing, Civic
Nebraska Director of Public Policy and Rachelle Gibson, Vice
President of Action for LWV-Nebraska.

We will also discuss updates to the LVWLL Bylaws, approve
the 2024-25 budget, the merger of LWVLL and LWVLL
Education Fund (a 501(c)(4) and 501(c)(3)) into one entity,
and review our local positions and plans.

Watch your email and your mailbox, for registration details. See you on April 20th!

Voter Services and Education News
By Jane Witte & Cynthia Peterson

March 16 was our first time at the Lincoln Women’s March. We had to anchor everything down
on the registration table to keep it from blowing away, but appreciated the sunshine and warmer
weather. We registered voters and handed out voter information. It was fun greeting several
League members who came for the rally, other marchers, and chatting with registered voters. 
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Voters Services News (cont.)

LWVLL voter registration members (L-R) Karen Dienstbier, Kitty Lozier, Jackie Egan at the Lincoln Woman’s March
with two new registered voters.

Upcoming voter registration events:
● March 28 from 4:30-6:30PM at the Indian Center
● April 5 from 5:30-7:30PM at Novel Idea Bookstore

The City of Lincoln is in the process of becoming a Certified Welcoming City, a formal
designation for local governments that have created policies and programs reflecting their
values and a significant commitment to immigrant inclusion. LWVLL was asked to assist with
voter education for new Americans and will meet with the city’s program coordinator to discuss
the partnership.

Civic Nebraska has requested we collaborate with the Indian Center and offer guidance to a
staff member and four youth in crafting a voter guide. We are anxious to get started on this
project, too.

If you’d like to help with voter events, please email Jane Witte at
voterservices_jw@lincolnleague.org.

League of Women Voters of Nebraska
to Hold Annual Meeting on April 6
By Terri Rittenburg

All members of the League of Women Voters of Lincoln-Lancaster County are welcome to
attend the state League annual meeting. The meeting is hosted by the LWV of Greater Omaha,
on Saturday, April 6, from 8:30-11:00 A.M. at the Barbara Weitz Community Engagement Center,
Room 116, at 6400 South University Drive Road North in Omaha. Doors open at 8:30 and the
meeting will begin at 9:00 A.M. Continental breakfast will be available. The theme of the meeting
is “Vote Today, Shape Tomorrow!” The guest speaker will be sociologist Dr. Lina Stover.

The meeting is free to attend, though a donation to help cover food costs is encouraged. Come
and help shape the future direction of LWV in Nebraska! Register now.
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Memberships Expire March 31st

League of Women Voters
Membership Dues

Sandy Blankenship, Membership Chair
membership@lincolnleague.org

Please renew your membership with the League of Women
Voters Lincoln and Lancaster County NOW! Our
membership year runs from April 1 to March 31.

The League is non-partisan and does not support or oppose
candidates or political parties. We strive to increase
understanding of public policy issues and to increase voter

participation in elections. For details: https://lincolnleague.org

There are two ways you can renew:
1) You can quickly renew online. https://lincolnleague.org/join-us
2) OR Complete the form below and return it to the address listed.

Membership (If paying by check, please include this form and send it to the office.)

Name: ______________________________________________________________________

Street Address: _______________________________________________________________

City: _____________________ State: _____ Zip: ________ Date: _________________

Home Phone: ______________ Cell Phone: _____________ Work Phone: ______________

Email:

I am volunteering for
Volunteering Options: helping with voter registration, help with voter education such as assisting at events like
candidate forums, assist with communications, serving on a committee (membership, budget, nominations,
fundraising, membership meeting planning, Lunch & Learn, Observer Corps) or serving on the League’s board.

Skills or Talents: _______________________________________________________________

________ Membership is $50 year, $10 for high school or university students.
________ Same in Household (if one member of household is member, with same address, 2nd one can join for $25)
________ Donation to LWVLL
________ Friend of LWVLL (I don’t want to join, but want to be a friend and donate to LWVLL)

Privacy: Your contact information may be shared with other League members UNLESS you indicate
here that you do not wish to have it shared. Check here if you do NOT wish to have your contact
information shared with other members: _____

Make checks payable to the League of Women Voters Lincoln Lancaster (LWVLL) and mail to:
League of Women Voters Lincoln Lancaster
P. O. Box 5054
Lincoln, NE 68505
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Lincoln Journal Star

Letter: Restore voting rights faster
Mar 11, 2024

The League of Women Voters has been a staunch and vocal advocate for voting rights since its
inception more than 100 years ago. The League of Women Voters of Lincoln-Lancaster County
strongly supports passage of LB20 to eliminate the two-year waiting period before voting rights
are restored to former felons.

The former felons have completed the entirety of their sentences, including probation/parole
and/or fines. They have served their time. They are entitled to their full rights as citizens of our
state including the right to vote. There's nothing magical about the two-year waiting period. It
was a compromise in 2005 for the legislation to move forward at that time.

LB20 eliminates that two-year waiting period, contributing to quicker integration back into
society, (assuming the former felons meet other general voting-related requirements including
age and citizenship).

Once they are former felons, these individuals are expected to be employed, pay taxes,
contribute to their communities, etc. They should not have to wait two years to have a voice in
our representative government.

Additionally, convicted felons in Nebraska are disproportionally from communities of color and/or
low incomes. Those communities are again negatively impacted when these individuals are
precluded from their civic duty for two additional years.

We commend Sen. Justin Wayne for introducing LB20 last session, and Sen. Jane Raybould for
designating LB20 as her priority bill this session. We urge their colleagues to pass this
legislation into law. It's the right thing to do in a just democracy.

Jean McGuire, Lincoln, vice president of the League of Women Voters of Lincoln-Lancaster
County

LWV-LL Voter is published the last week of each month.
Send articles to thevoter@lincolnleague.org Editor by Tuesday, April 16
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The Lincoln Lancaster Voter
League of Women Voters - Lincoln/Lancaster County
PO Box 5054
Lincoln, NE 68505-0054
LincolnLeague.org
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